in her prime

with ‘A Hllly Place’

Jeanette R, Durham has a

light, tender touch that makes

vou concentrate on the reali-
ties of nature and- enjoy
abstract fabrication at the
same time,

The Jordanville artist has 26
paintings and drawings in her
“Tm Midstream: 1967-1997"
exhibition at the Herkimer
County Community College
Foundation gallery through
et 3l

Judging from her earliest
work, “Orange and Green,” an
abstraction thal contains hints
of the human form, Durham
has been true to her abstract
iddeals for guite a while,

The artist also has several
realistic works on display,
perhaps tn show that she is
adept in the style. As crisply
executed  As
the ahstrac
tions, they
include a por-
Lrait of
"“Ethan™ 1l
sprawling
look &l misty
mounlalns: a
floral. filled
with  move-
ment, and a
chiff overlook-
ing the sea.

The crus of
Durbam's work. thomgh, is &
view of nature rendered in an
abstracl, bul recognizable
formy and sparsely eolored
patlerns,

“A Hilly Place,” three paint-
pies of mountaing and clouds,
fTer some of the most domi
nant characteristics of her
penTe: a generuls use of white
spELE,
well-crafted lines, thin lavers
of paint, intrigwing coloration.
and curvy, organic forms,

In the trio of
Durham vses bright, snappy,
it not overl pastel hues to
aain attention, although bher
paletle can be darker amnd

more trne o palure in other |

wirks, She draws you in with
limes of suggestion and wispy
masks of painl. Bo0on you are
enjoving ane ol those Neeting
comnmnions with nature.

A precise painter, Durham
uses @ minimal amount of
paint in fal gesture, like a
swalcrcalorist, toenhanee min-
imtal natural forms,

Strong evidenee of Lhis pre
cision 15 her 1996 chareoal
drawing ol a doline, or sink
hole, which iz well-rendered,
discriminating and inviting.

sugestion ot place. |

painlings, |

| ors create a feeling of move-

-\Jdt;l'l"fil‘f'.‘l phaka
In Midstream, 1967 - 1557
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"Waterfll,” o 1990 nil that is
an affable, sensitive, eclorisl
allogory of the wnods — with
portions  secnangly  broken

Unfortunately, the three fol-
lowwring oils that put the doeline |
in color, appear too allusive
far any desired effect
Thirham wses this scattering |1 H
of bits, or swatches of volor in - 0 elfect,
several places, Tt is unusual  together

fitling very well

mto pieces like a puzzle, bul, |

and it snmetimes hits the | Her latest oil, “Adirondack !

mark [ Hortzon” has a pure blue
In her lacge 1865 oil, “Birds | and-white  backeround = of

in the Alr" for instance, | mountains and clowds. which

mnves to more abstract hrown
rocks in the foregroumnd tat

Burets of brown and blue col

ment in s misly sky, While Thave a living guality ahout
slightly befuddled st fiest, | hem. : _
froumud thee Litle helped explain Another  aftractiom s
{hi painting. Birds soar with- | “Ruffaln” a 171 abstract oil,

ot betng elearly delined

A more direct wse of color
and emolion is shown in
Aurora Povealis, with large
awatches of pink luminous |
paint against a dark hlack and
brosam backgrowmd, OF more
absiract intent, the colors
seem to flare al voun — and

| with wery interesting colors
placed with  delicate
strokes, Thiree chareoal drawe-
inps of rocks are also shown,
Mieely done, they capture the
easence of form.

Joras Boier corers thea arts
aiiid theater for the Ohsoroer-

while thie paint is =till mtldly Digpoteh Wrife to him oo

applied, tere is a hint of pas- | Observer Diepateh, 221

AL Oviskeny Plaza, Uttea, MY,
Ime of the finest paintings is | 14500, o 2-5168.
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